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i Preface

HIV/AIDS is one of the greatest challenges facing the world today. We, young people, remain at the centre of the
epidemic in terms of transmission, vulnerability, impact, and potential for change. Our generation has not known
a world without AIDS. 

The Declaration of Commitment (DoC) on HIV/AIDS, adopted by the Member States at the United Nations
General Assembly Special Session on HIV/AIDS in June 2001, reflects global recognition of the pandemic as the
single greatest threat to the well-being of future generations.  It establishes, for the first time ever, time-bound
targets to which governments and the United Nations may be held accountable. Most importantly, the
Declaration recognizes young people•s particular vulnerability to HIV infection and gives direction to governments
on how to effectively address the HIV/AIDS pandemic among us.

In publishing this report, UNFPA gives voice to young people from 12 countries around the world. Four years into
the implementation of the DoC, we are reporting on our government•s achievements in addressing the AIDS
pandemic among young people. Based on our own experiences, we have also highlighted shortfalls and
challenges in the process, and have made specific recommendations to ensure that the targets set out in the DoC
on HIV/AIDS are achieved.

We recommend that:

> Governments address the needs of young people in their National AIDS Programmes and Policies and in
their National Youth Policies;

> Governments scale up funding for programmes that work with and for young people on HIV/AIDS,
especially with youth-driven initiatives;

> Governments increase coverage of comprehensive youth-friendly information and services … including life
skills-based education, voluntary and confidential counseling and testing, and condoms;

> Governments work in full partnership with young people and youth-driven initiatives on HIV/AIDS policy-
making and programme design, implementation, and evaluation.

In addition, we recognize our own responsibility in fighting the spread of the pandemic. The young authors of this
report are driving grassroots initiatives in our own countries and are expanding the network of young people
committed to working in partnership with our governments and civil society to reduce the vulnerability and risk
behaviours of our peers. We ask to be heard and to be involved.

Young people are a crucial component in the effective response to HIV and AIDS. We ask to be regarded as
assets, not as liabilities; our diverse voices need to be heard and our talents cultivated so we can be instruments
for change. Including young people in the development process of our communities allows us to exercise a
fundamental human right and is essential to the development of successful policies and interventions. We
therefore urge you to pay heed to our findings and listen to our voices and concerns to help ensure that current
and future generations of young people can lead lives free of HIV and AIDS. Let us work together to overcome
the challenges that lie ahead.

Joya Banerjee, Sunita Grote, and young people of the Global Youth Coalition on HIV/AIDS and Global Youth Partners












































