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ACRONYMS

AfriCASQOi African Council of AIDS Serving Organsations
AfriYANT African Youth Network on Population and Development
AIDST Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome

AYPNeti African Young Positives Network

GYCAI Global Youth Coalition on HIV/AIDS

HIV- Human Immunodeficiency Virus

ICASAI International Conference on HIV/AIDS and STIs in Africa
MSMi Men who have Sex with Men

NGOTi Non Governmental Organsation

SAAT Society for AIDS in Africa

STIT Sexually Transmitted Infections

UAT Universal Access

UNT United Nations

UNAIDST Joint United Nations Agency for HIV/AIDS

UNDPT united Nations Development Fund

UNFPAI United Nations Population Fund

UNICEFi Uni t ed Nations Chil drends
WAG World AIDS Campaign

WAD'T World AIDS Day
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1.0 Introduction
1.1 ICASA YouthFront 2008

In October 2007, the South Secretariat Global Youth Coalition on HIV/AIDS (GYCA) (hich is based in
Accra and coordinates projects in Africa, Asia and South Ameica, (www.youthaidscoalition.org )
initiated a process to organise a comprehensive youth programme for ICASA 2008.
Five youth organisations/coalitions and networks working on HIV/AIDS and Sexual and Reproductive
Health and population issues came together to form the ICASA 2008 YouthFront. The YouthFront is
made up of:

A Global Youth Coalition on HIV/AIDS (GYCA)

African Youth and Adolescents Network on Populations and Development (AfriYAN)
African Young Positves (AYPNet)

Réseau Africain Jeunesse Santé et Développement au Burkina Faso (RAJS/BF)

) SIS ST ST

Regroupement des Jeunes pour la Justice Sociale (Youth for Social Justice) (RJJS)

A AISEC- Sénégal
Each organisation/network/coalition delegated a representative to th e YouthFront to strategise the
way to move forward with the youth programme.
The YouthFront planned a rollout strategy which included activities to be carried out. These activities
were informed by set objectives.

1.2 Objectives
A Ensure effective/meaningful youth participation in ICASA 2008

A Get space for youth to speak at the opening and closing ceremonies as well other abstracts
and non-abstract sessions of the conference

Get over 250 youth to ICASA 2008

Creating awareness on youth initiatives and contributions to global HIV response at grassroots
level

Sustaining youth initiatives at the country and regional levels

Celebrating and recognising youth involved in HIV/AIDS and RH programming
Establish and sustain adultyouth partnerships

Monitor government commitments to youth and HIV/AIDS

Build the capacity of youth in International lobbying and advocacy

Do e o J» Do Do

Integrating youth activities into ICASA 2008 and future ICASAs programming
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1.3 Youth Programme Concept

Inspiration for the Youth programme for ICASA 2008 was drawn from the ICASA 2005 youth
programme in Abuja and the Toronto and Mexico AIDS Conference YouthForce.

In 2007, the Global Youth Coalition on HIV/AIDS initiated discussion with the President of the Society
for AIDS in Africa to include young people in the ICASA 2008 planning process. This initiative was
greatly welcome by the local organising committee for ICASA 2008.

GYCA invited 5 organisations to form the ICASA 2008 YouthFront which immediately went into full
advocacy for youth to be assigned onto strategic committees. The YouthFront succeeded in getting
young people in the International Steering Committee, the Local Organising Committee, Leadership
Committee and the Community Programme Committee. These young people were responsible to
advocate for the inclusion of young people in the planning of the entire conference.

The YouthFront assigned a youth focal point to the ICASA Secretariat to coordinate youth activities at
the Secretariat.

Seven Youth Teams were set up to plan the various component of the youth programme. The

concept was taken from the ICASA 2005 youth activities and the Toronto youth programme. The

YouthFront used the concepts of the previous AIDS conferences as guidingdocuments and references
for the planning of ICASA 2008 youth programme.

2.0 Youth working groups

The YouthFront setup seven (7) youth teams to plan the various component of the ICASA 2008 youth
programme. These youth teams include:

1 Preconference team
Youth pavilion team
Main conference team
Advocacy team
Communication Team

1 Partnership team
Each team was made up of between seven (7) and nine (9) members. The members were carefully
selected through an open application process. The criteria was to have members from across all
regions of Africa, female and male even ratio and young people living with HIV/AIDS .

f
f
f
f

The Youth teams also had members from the past ICASA in Abuja and adult technical partners who
supported the team in planning the youth activities.
Below is a look at each committee and their work:

2.1 Preconference team

The preconference brought together 267 young people from 44 different countries across the world.
The majority of the participants were from Senegal. The youth preconference was held at the Centre
Aere De BCEAO. Thisrenue was space of the Central Bank of Senegal.

The Youth Preconference main objectives were to prepare young people to effectively participate in
the main conference and create a platform for planning and advocacy for youth attending the

conference. The Pre-Conference consided of informative and skills-building workshops around HIV
and AIDS issues, ranging from scientific knowledge to effective political advocacy. Participants also
gained skills in monitoring and evaluation, media and communications, as well as updated infor mation
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on prevention strategies, harm reduction, and details on treatment. Participants learned how to
advocate to policymakers on issues relevant to young
advocacy messages at the conference and beyond.

The preconference provided space for young people to socialise, network and share best practices
among themselves. There was a great deal of knowledge sharing and experience gathering at the
preconference

Participants

A total of 267 participants were registered at the preconference venue. Participants came from the
following countries: Benin, Botswana, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cameroon, Cape Vert, Central Republic
of Africa, Chad, Chile, Comores, Congo BrazzavileCot e d é&thiepai Gabon, Gambia, Ghana,
Guine Bissau, Liberia, Madagascar, Malawi, Mali, Mauritanie, Mozambique, Niger, Nigeria, Senegal,
Sierra Leone, South Africa, Swaziland, Togo, Uganda, United States of America, Zambia and
Zimbabwe.

The participants of the preconference were selected through an open application process. The
application forms were adapted from the preconference application form used for the Toronto Youth
Preconference. The form was adapted to suit the African context and the needs of the youth
attendants of the conference.

The application gathered information on the participants experience and readiness to participate in the
conference. Approximately 290 applications were received. A shortlist of 250 participants was entered
in the participantds database.

Most these patrticipants did not have any source of funding to attend the meeting. It must be noted
that it was stated clearly in the application that selection to participate in the preconference was not a
guarantee that you will get to attend the main conference. In the end, it was necessary to accept the
applications of participants who were not sure if they would have funding to attend .

A total number of 267 participants attended the pre -conference; 17 more participants than
anticipated. Most of the participants even a we ek before the conference were not sure of participation.
This informed the re-registration of participants during the opening of the preconference.

UNFPAsupported the participation of a great number of youth participants (150 and above). The

remaining participants were supported by the Ford Foundation, UNAIDS, Save the Children, Plan
International, UNICEF, World AIDS Campaignand the ICASA Scholarship Committee.

Presenter and Sessions

49 presenters led 29 sessions of the 3 day preconference held for 267 participants. During sessions,
which took place in both English and French, participants gained a range of skills such as effective
messaging and policy change, and increased their knowledge on topics such as the gendered impact
of HIV, youth rights, an d epidemiology. (The Pre-Conference programme can be found in Appendix 3).
The session rooms were filled with lively dialogue and interactive small group work. Each session room
for the breakout sessions had between 40 i 45 participants. All participants signed up for the sessions
to ensure even distribution of participants.

Some key themes that were highlighted in discussions included the right to comprehensive sexuality
education and universal access which was the theme for the Youth Programme, the African Youth
Charter, the need to allocate both human and financial resources to young people, the importance of
respecting the realities of young peopleds 1lives, and
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heterogeneous group, who also make up parts of other marginalised groups, including sex workers,
drug users, young people living with HIV, and men who have sex with men. Participants also
highlighted structural factors that contribute to vulnerability to HIV, such as gender inequality,
homophobia, and violation of their human rights.

The first two days of the preconference were dedicated to programme presentations and the last day
to skills building sessions.

One unique feature of the preconference programme was that young people presenting abstracts at
the main conference were given an opportunity to present at the preconference to get responses to
their presentations.

The presenters were selected through an application process. There was a blend of both youth and
adult presenters. As much as possiblesessions were encouraged to pair youth and adult presenters.

During the application process, the presenters were selected based on their individual skills and
competencies. These were categorsed in the various skills and issue areas for the presenters to select
from. The presenters were also selected based on the wealth of information in the summery of their
presentation and recommendations received.

The first day had a full day session, the second day had another full day but closed an hour earlier to
allow participants to go for the Candle -light vigil on Gore Island and the last day included a half day
for the community programme rally which was held as part of the Community Programme and was
graced by the First Lady of Senegal

During the preconference, a communiqué to address the concerns and issues of the youth was drawn
up by a group of youth using a participatory manner which involved all the delegates present. The
communiqué which was meant to be presented during the opening ceremony of the ICASA was
presented during the closing ceremony; the communiqué is attached as annex 2.0 of the report.

The youth pre-conference closed with a community rally within the city of Dakar, as youths marched
clad in yellow eye catching yellow T-shirts which caught th e attention of many. This awareness raising
initiative to the general public of Dakar marked the end of the three day youth pre -conference. Once
again youths proved that they are a force and voice to reckon with in the fight and meaningful
response to HIV and AIDS.

The youth pre-conference was a good platform which gave the youth from Africa and its Diaspora an
opportunity to deliberate on various HIV and AIDS issues. Delegates had an opportunity to speak with
one voice and this gave a good opportunity to prepare participants for the ICASA. However, from the
deliberations that participants were engaged not as many binding issues or issues of significance were
raised. This could be as a result of limited time that was being awarded to speakers but | feel th at this
points at that youths still need to be engaged in capacity building. Through capacitating the youth,

they can easily speak and articulate issues that concern them clearly and with one voice.

Logistics

Logistics for the preconference were coordinated by the local youth partners and the technical committee.
Accommodation for participants of the preconference was coordinated by the various sponsors of the
participants. Each sponsor took care of the accommodation of its sponsored participants. Participants

sponsored by the ICASA scholarship committee were covered by the ICASA Secretariat and The Ford
Foundation.
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Due to the high demand of accommodation, the participants were put in separate hotel s in close proximity
to the preconference venue. Buses were organised to convey participants to and from the conference
venue in time for the beginning of each day. The youth volunteers supported a great deal in the carrying
out of this process.

The preconference was held at the Centre Aere De BCEAO (a recretional space for the Central Bank of
Senegal). The preconference venue had a large auditorium for 600 people and three session rooms each
of which could house about 150 participants. The main auditorium was used for plenary sessions and also
used for two of the breakout sessions.

The lobby area was used for the registration centre and the rear of the main auditorium was used for the
secretariat of the preconference. The secretariat, hosted by Save the Children Sweden had a printer as
well as a provision for photocopies.

Lunch as well as snack breaks were served in the open space by the pool side Meals for participants were
provided by an external caterer. The same caterer provided snacks for the participants. Participants were
given meal tickets for the three days of the preconference of the first day. The tickets for the snacks were
not used due to the time it took to go over the snack break.

Participants booked their own flights and shared their fli ght itineraries with the organisers. These
itineraries assisted in airport pickups for the participants

Translation and sound equipment was available for easy communication among participants. The session
rooms were also fitted with projectors and laptops based on the needs of the presenters. The sessions
outside the main auditorium did not have sound equipment and translation due to the si se of the rooms.

Sessions were arranged based on the language spoken by the presenter. Smaller sessions had individuals
who could speak both languages (English and Frerch) to assist with translation to other participants .

Volunteers

The Preconference had 15 youth volunteers who assisted daily with setting up the meeting rooms, airport
pickups, assisting with session facilitations, lunch and shack breaks coordination, and time keeping, among
other tasks. The volunteers also assisted with ushering participants during the Gore tour and candle-light
and also during the rally. They also helped register participants and posted signs during sessions.

Most of the volunteers were not bilingual which made it challenging to communicate with participants.

Challenges

Despite the success of the preconference, a few challenges are worth mentioning:

1 Language was a major challenge. This was particularly challenging for volunteers translations
during breakout sessions.

1 Participant information before the preconference was inadequate. This made it difficult to plan

effectively for the participants. There was little or no information on all the participants being

sponsored by the partners

Meals were served with tickets which was a system that took a lot of time and delayed sessions

Another challenge was with translation. The equipment did not work well in some cases thus

communication was difficult during plenary sessions

1 Sound equipment was not in the best of shapes.
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Recommendation
1 Simplify participant application and develop a web-based registration system, if possible.
1 Disseminate the information about the Pre-Conference as widely as possible in order to reach a
range of youth.
Maintain one extremely organised version of the participant database.
Eliminate the division between skills and knowledge based sessions.
Include more sessions on scientific topics by reaching out to youth researchers; plan for both
basic and advanced sessims.
1 As much as possible, prioritise sessions which are interactive and allow all participants to share
their expertise; reach out to experienced contacts to invite them to present.
Create time and mechanisms for semkistructured discussion sessions during the Pre-Conference.
Book housing in time and house participants in the same place closer to the preconference venue
Make a plan of how best to log evaluation data and simplify evaluation forms so as to collect only
the most important information.
1 Scholarshp information of part icipants should be made accessible early onto allow planning for
participants
1 Staff and volunteers doing registration should be extremely organised and should have access to
electronic and printed versions of the participant database.

=a —a —9

=a =& -8

2.2 Youth Pavilion team

The AIDS 2008 Youth Pavilion, located in the African Village, was the access point for youth into the main
conference. The Global Village 7 including the Youth Pavilion - was open to the general public (free
admission) and not just delegates of the conference.

The Youth Pavilion was conceived as a youthfocused space for meetings, workshops and skills-building,
cultural events, forums, evening sessions; a space to highlight and showcase youth achievements, to
facilitate networking opportunities with youth and adults in dialogue and continue the momentum of the
Youth Pre-Conference.

The Youth Pavilion was envisioned to be a dynamic exhibition, presentation and lounge area in the African
Village to showcase HKI¥¢andADSgssueyp The éxisibitsraadr séssiansidemonstrated
that young people are necessary in working towards solutions in the African response to HIV. In addition
to serving as a youth advocacy hub, the youth pavilion provided space for presentations, me etings,
dialogues, arts and music presentations and workshops for young people and other workshop participants.
It featured a networking space, a blogging computer station to document commitments to young people,
an interactive commitment banner and more.

Throughout the conference, daily sessions were available within the Youth Pavilion to prepare young
delegates to participate in the conference. These sessions provided young people with advocacy planning
and tough them how to record and report back to the ir communities on lessons learned.

Planning Process

The Youth Pavilion in ICASA 2008 was the first of its kind in the history of ICASA. The Pavilion was the
biggest space in the African Village which formed part of the Community Programme of the conferen ce.
The space was strategically located within the village thus every visitor to the village saw and visited the
youth pavilion first.

The Youth Pavilion team, over eight (8) months worked on the selection of presenters at the youth
pavilion, acquisition and allocation of logistics, advocacy and strategic youth activities at the youth pavilion
and mobilisation of commitments at the youth pavilion.

r{ ICASA 2008 YoutlReport (www.youthicasa2008.0rg)
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The Youth Pavilion team was also
trusted with planning youth participation

in the Community Programme Rally.

The team worked with the ICASA local
organising committee through the focal

point to the secretariat.

The Space had the commitment desk
with a commitments banner, networking
space, presentation space, computer
workstations, advocacy walls and an
exhibition space.

Commitment Desk

The Youth Pavilion commiment desk was set up to mobilise commitments from strategic partners to
support youth participation at the conference and beyond. Approximately 96 commitments were collected
at the youth pavilion. This space is also the first in the history of ICASA.

The commitments mobilised have been put into a commitments database which will help in monitoring the
commitments by young people at the country level.

The Youth commitment desk also
hosted the commitments banner
which was an advocacy wall that had
committers sign onto with their
commitments.

Presentations

The youth pavilion had daily
presentations which have been
further detailed in subsequent pages.
The presentations were both by
adults and youth experts in various
areas of youth interests. Various
partners from UNFPA, UNICEF,and
Save the Children Sweden made
presentations at the youth pavilion

The pavilion provided space for young people and adults alike to network and discuss partnership
opportunities. Usage of the space was scheduled on the availability and earlier booking of the space.

The pavilion also gave young people a meeting point and relaxation platform where they could meet with
other young people at the conference.

!(.&.MMWQ\( ICASA 2008 YouthReport (www.youthicasa2008.org)
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Arts and Exhibition

The pavilion also provided space for
various exhibitions of projects as well
as board games. Young people learnt
to use the games and also took some
to their home countries to use in their

community projects.

The Condom project also had a
condom exhibition which was widely £
attended by young participants who [
attended the conference. UNFPA [&
provided 5 boxes of condoms (2000) £ &
for the youth pavilion. These condoms !
were freely distributed to the various
visitors and young people at the
youth pavilion.

Visitors

The pavilion had approximately 600 visitors who registered as visitors to the pavilion. This is not; however,
a reflection of the true number of visitors to the pavilion, as registration was not required at all times .
Most of the registered visitors were those who participated in the sessions and presentations at the youth
pavilion.

Amongst the youth pavilion visitors were former UNAIDS Executive Director Dr. Peter Piot, President of
ICASAProfessor Mboup, Professor Soyinka (SAA),and Princess Matilda (Belgium).

2.3 Advocacy team

The advocacy team of the ICASA 2008 YouthFront was mandated among other things to ensure that
young people are seen and heard through various advocacy campaigns. The mandate includes:
The overall responsibility of this committee is to help strategise the advocacy campaign of the ICASA
YouthFront. Tasks will include:

- Coordinate ICASA YouthFront e discussions platform

- Preparing youth to participate in the conference and preconference

- ldentify advocacy issues/strategies for the YouthFront

- Organise advocacy campaigns for youth

- Develop advocacy issues/messages

Produce advocacy materials and dissemination strategy

The advocacy committee set up an e-discussion forum for interaction among participants before and af ter
the conference. This platform also discussed the various issues outside the conference as well. This was to
ensure knowledge sharing among young people across the African continent.

Planning

The advocacy team worked over several months to identify advocacy issues which guided the youth
programme at the conference. The overall theme for youth
supported by the following advocacy messages.

WWWWQ\( ICASA 2008 YouthReport (www.youthicasa2008.org)
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These issues include:

Don’t Delay:
Every day of inaction costs us over 6000 lives

Access:

Comprehensive youth-friendly health services;
prevention, treatment, voluntary counseling
and testing Universal Access now!

Inves$t:
in our decisions; Programmes /interventions by
and for young people must be fully funded;

Leadership:

If not us who? If not now when? If not here
where?

If not you who? If not now when? If not Africa
Which?

Partnership:
Our hands are stretched forth; work with us not just for us

Advocacy Campaign

These advocacy messages were driven by adva@acy campaigns which were carried out at the conference.
The first campaign started at the youth preconference where young people engaged in the Wirite for Life
Campaign. This campaign had young people signing advocacy messages and successful initiativesn other
participantsd shirts. This was to further give weight to
young people about:

91 the advocacy messages

1 youth initiatives of various countries

T young peopleds thoughts on various projects and initi
The messageswere also printed on the following materials for the youth programme:
1 T-shirts

1 Name badges
1 Advocacy banners
1 Sign posts

The other campaigns carried out were the
Commitment Banner at the African village. This
banner was to inform people about the
commitments other participants had made and
encourage others to also make commitments.
The youth pavilion also had all the advocacy
messages translated into French and posted all
around the youth pavilion and also throughout
the African village.

The closing ceremony of the conference had the
Youth Communiqué presented to the entire

-.;N“mm»;..,?";: ICASA 2008 YoutlReport (www.youthicasa2008.0rg)
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conference, including government representatives present at the ceremony. This was presented by a teen
participant who eloquently presented the issues of the young people to th e conference chair. At the
ceremony, the advocacy messages were exhibited by various children and young people in the main
auditorium to the view of all closing ceremony attendance.

This was captured by both local and international media covering the closing ceremony.

Together with Save the Children, the YouthFront also carried out the / Belong Campaign. This campaign

had children and young people in the youth T -shirts and had a rally through the conference venue with

the President Obama and Sarkoze macots. This campaign called for the continued and sustained

budgetary allocation, funding and support ttedverhil dren ai
good media attention for young people at the conference.

Another advocacy platform used is the youth participation in the Community programme rally. The mascot
and the young peopd elost emnfergtyt dmtoiugmhtt o the young peopl ebd

2.4 Communication team

The Youth communications committee was mandated with developing a communication strategy for the
youth programme. This team worked with all the other teams t o ensure effective coordination of all
initiatives. These issuescommunicated include the advocacy commitment fliers and the design of all other
documents and advocacy message communication.

The communication team was also mandated with setting up a youth website for the conference. This
website (www.youthicasa2008.org) was managed and updated by this committee. The site has an
interactive platform to upload videos and photos by young people. It also incorporates a blog feature.

This portal was widely used; alongside the youtube and facebook space created a further dissemination
platform for young people at and beyond the conference.

2.5 Main Conference

At the Youth Campaigning Consultation held in January 2008 in Amsterdam, ICASA was identified by
participants as a key event and advocacy opportunity. In preparing for youth participation at the
conference, the ICASA YouhFront, along with its partner organi sations (Plan International, Save the
Children, UNFPA, UNICEF, World AIDS Campaign), played a key role.

Numerous concurrent sessions were held throughout the main conference. Due to the high number of
sessions, it is not possible to report on all of them here. However, it is important to note and applaud the
diversity of sessions included throughout the main conference, which ranged from the involvement of
people living with HIV, youth leadership, disability and HIV, criminalisation and more.

Participation of young people in the conference was encouraging. As noted earlier, 276 young people
participated in the youth preconference and it is expected that even more were part of the main
conference.

The main conference team was mandated with ensuring a large number of youth participation in the main

conference. Together with the youth focal point at the Secretariat, the team succeeded in getting 24 youth
sessions in the main conference programme. Some of these sessionswere a mix of both adult and youth
presenters.

These presenters were assigned to various adult professionals to mentor and assist the young people to

develop their presentations. These helped a lot in the nature of their presentations. Some of the mentor s
were from UNFPA, UNAIDS UNICEF, World AIDS Campaignand Save the Children Sweden.
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To increase participation and advertisement of these sessions, fliers were developed for each of the 24
sessions. Each session had 500 fliers. The fliers were distributed throughout the conference which
increased patronage of the sessions.

3.0 Youth World AIDS Day candlelight memorial

2008 marked the 20™ anniversary of World AIDS Day, 1 December. Over these 20 yearsi and since AIDS
was first identified in 1981 i we have withessed the devastating progression of the disease across the
globe. Today HIV and AIDS affect men and women of all ages, the vast majority of them in the developing
world.

Almost two hundred youth AIDS campaigners and activists from the African region as well as from around
the world gathered for a candlelight memorial in Gore Island®, Senegal, on 1% of December 2008. The
youth World AIDS Day event signalled increasing concern over the insufficient progress in the achievement
of youth universal access targets, in terms of prevention, treatment, care and support. Organised by the
World AIDS Campaign and the ICASAYouthFront, with the support of the United Nations Population Fund
(UNFPA), the memorial took place during the ICASA youth preconference.

With 2010 - the year by which universal access was promised to be achieved - approaching, youth

campaigners are stepping up their efforts, showing the world t hat they are leaders in the HIV response. Of

the 2.7 million new HIV infections in 2007, about 4 5% were among young people aged 15 to 24 years and

around 70% of the worl doés ABaharangAfridd.|Av effective iedponsedo AIDSve i n Sub
must i nclude youcapcemsandrdaldidss v oi ces

The theme for World AIDS Day 2008 is

AfiLdar shi po. Buil ding on this
youth World AIDS Day event focused on

iYout h Leadershipo. Great e
this leadership were highlighted during

the memorial, including youth

spokespeople and key messages.

Speaking at the event Samuel Kissi,
highlighted that this was a significant way
to mark WAD on a historic site that has
shaped history through the use of the
Island during slavery and so is the HIV
and AIDS epidemic shaping and
transforming the lives of many in Africa.
He indicated that most of the people
present have been in a number of way
: - : : been affected by HIV and AIDS and as
such the response to this epidemic should start with us by being leaders. Delight Moyo, also stressed that
this is a day on which we need to reflect and take stock of the milestones that have been made in the
response to HIV. A moment of silence was called upon in remembrance to those who have passed due to
AIDS and those who are infected and affected by the epidemic. A candle light vigil marked the end of the
event as Edford Mutuma, started the light from his candle which he passed on to all present. As the flame

! Gore Island is a small Island near Dakar whichispl aced in UNESCO6s World heritage |list and is
Thousands of tourists from every continent visit Gore every year to commemorate the tragedy of slavery.
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from the candle light was being passed on and once again a flame of hope and recommitment to the
response to HIV was rekindled and kept alive.

4.0 Mentoring Programme

The establishment of a working group

Proposed by the Leadership Program of the 15th ICASA with the support of the UNAIDS, the management
of the program was entrusted to GYCA. In this task, GYCA would benefit from the technical support of
partners supporting youth and childrens @articipation in ICASA 2008 as well as the Community program
and leadership of ICASA.

A Steering Committee was established to design, plan, implement and monitor the MP activities prior,
during and after ICASA. The following persons were members:

V  Dr Eric DOMBOU (NFR Senegal, GYCA)
Sydney Hushie (Programme Coordinator GYCA)
Habiba Haidara (UNAIDS RSTWCA- Senegal)
Fatima Maiga (UNFPA SRO Senegal)

Yves Koudjou Tatang (UNICEF Senegal RO)
ICASA committee leadership (nge Tack):

< < < < < <

ICASA Community Program (nnocent Liason):

The Steering Committee played a major role in the drafting and the finalisation of the MP proposal,
planning work sessions, identification of established Mentors, the design of various forms and the selection
of young leaders.

Selection of participants for the Mentoring Program

To select participants to the MP, a call for applications was designed and circulated. As a result, several
applications were received from young people from different networks around the world, including from
the technical partners (NGOs and United Nations system).

The main criteria for selecting youth leaders were: age, leadership demonstration, me mbership of an
established youth network, actively involved in the HIV response, motivation and the ability to get
sponsorship to attend the conference. Following this application criteria, 7 young leaders were selected:

Suwaidou Colley The Gambia
Emmanuel Arthur Ghana

Madi Dukuray The Gambia
Badmus mariam Nigeria
Mahoughé Rosemonde Vicencia Benin

Koffi Fafadjl Togo
Mohamed Sidibe Mali

In addition to the youth leaders , the following 7 mentors from 8 countries participated:

Bernice Heloo Ghana
Edford Mutuma Zambia
Kinglsey Essomenou Nigeria
Marco Gomes Canada

r{ ICASA 2008 YoutlReport (www.youthicasa2008.0rg)
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Mark Shreiner South Africa

Olayide Akinna Nigeria

Mwansa Njelesani Zambia

Gaetano Kagwa Uganda

Innocent Liason Senegal
MP activities

Throughout ICASA the initiative participants, paired with their mentors, each decided how they would
work throughout the conference and when they would meet, based on their availability. In this way,
young leaders and children took part in sessions led by their mentors and vice versa.

After this exchange, a debriefing session, chaired by STH & EDwas held on December 7" where all
participants were invited. The purpose of this session was to enable participants to share their experience
of ICASA in general and of the MP in particular. Based on this session and the overall program, a series of
successesand recommendations were identified, as follows:

Successes

- The design of the program involved a wide variety of stakeholders including young people;

- The implementation of the program was entrusted to the management of young people;

- 8 young leaders are paired with established leaders in the response to HIV in Africa. 4 of
these relationships have been described as a success. Several points were mentionedin the
successful relationships

Participants were put into pairs and have agreed to an agenda of work during and after ICASA,;

Peers took part in two meetings of orientation and debriefing;

Some groups have carried out practical activities during the conference;

Planning for the conference;

Some partners reported during the conference by phone:

Peers have pledged to continue their relati onship beyond the ICASA,;

<K<K

Lessons learned

- Preparation Program
The need for early preparation is published. This preparation included early design of the TORs, planning
activities, set up key dates and availability of funding for preparatory activities .

- Selection of participants
The selection of participants for the MP is complicated by the need for people willing to participate for
their own financial resources. Therefore, it would be interesting to integrate youth participationi n MP as a
criterion for awarding scholarshps.
In addition, entry forms must move very early and can be designed so as to reach young people not in
school, living with a disability living in rural areas.
The language of the participants must be taken into account the development of forms. In addition,
efforts should be made to select as mentors and youth leaders and children practicing the official
languages of the conference.

- Pairing of participants
The pairing of participants must focus on the interests participants mentioned in th eir application. It would
be interesting to do it several weeks before the conference to enable pairs to begin their relationship
before the conference itself.

- Orientation session
The orientation session is highly positive in the program. It improved the u nderstanding of the pairs on
the program and allowed each of them to express their expectations and concerns about the program, ask
questions and propose ideas

r{ ICASA 2008 YoutlReport (www.youthicasa2008.0rg)
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5.0 Next Steps... toward ICASA 2011

The following ICASA is expected to be held in 2 to 3 years, which means that 2010, the year by which
universal access was committed, will have come. As such, it will be a key rallying point for civil society to
hold governments accountable whether they met, exceeded, or failed to fulfil their commitments. Youth
advocates at ICASA agreed that our efforts must continue and grow to ensure that we are prepared to
move beyond 2010. The following are ideas to guide future steps:

! Link the key ICASA youth messages to other upcoming meetings and key campaigning
opportunities, to ensure that the messages are carried through and built upon

! Develop ways to better link young people, particularly from Africa, before, during, and after
ICASA review process. Networking was a key outcome for young people, allowing them to feel fully
engaged in the meetings.

! Young advocates and youth organisations should be involved in the planning committees for the
conference, not only for youth activities but also to contribute to the development of the overall
programme.

! Join groups that do not specifically deal with youth issues and advocate for youth messaging within
larger sectors.

! Reach out to young people in key populations. Many youth advocates noted a lack of young sex
workers, injection drug users, men who have sex with men (MSM) and young people living with HIV.
i Set up a post ICASA follow up process to monitor the commitments made at the main

conference youth pavilion

Build a child-youth consortium to strategise and implement the post ICASA follow up activities

Build a liaison between partners and the young participants of the conference

Link participants of the conference to GYCA and AfriYAN membership and organisational
database to benefit from several opportunities on the network

Build partnerships to support

Continue the mentoring programme to support young people with special technical needs at the
country level

= =& -9

E ]
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1.0 Youth sessions during the main conference of ICASA 2008

Session Date Venue Youth Attendant

Long term financing | Friday 5/12 Leadership |Kingsley Essomeonu,
for HIV/AIDS 10:30 programme
programmes (Salon brun)
Leadership for the Friday 5/12 Leadership | Edford Mutuma,
next generation of 14:30 Programme | Dr. Eric Dombou
the AIDS response in B/C 12 Souadou Ndoye
Africa Kefilwe Kosgositse,
Stigma et Friday 5/12 Community | Kingsley Essomeonu
discrimination : faire |10h 71 12 programme
face aux réalités (Non
socio-culturelles Abstract

driven

session)

Africa

Intergenerational 5/12 Community |Dr. Eric DOMBOU
Dialogue: Where are [1671 17 convergence | Marco Gomez

the young leaders in space Eunice Kapandura
the African response

to HIV/AIDS?

Young Girls and 4/12 Special Christelle Ruvari
HIV/AIDS response in | 14:30 session Foumena Inés

Eunice Aghete

Opening ceremony

Souadou Ndoye

NQ S
ICASA voummom?}
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2.0 YOUTH COMMUNIQUE

At ICASA, youth advocates who had come together at the youth preconference developed a communiqué
with key youth issues.

We, the children and youth of Africa and the Diaspora, representing over 50% of the African population,
gathered in Dakar, Senegal on the 2™ of December 2008, for the Youth Preconference of 15"
International Conference on AIDS and STIs in Africa (ICASA),

Endorse the Africa Youth Charter, as it provides a holistic approach in addressing the realities
(opportunities and challenges) of youth. It provides a platform for mutual accountability towards its
implementation between governments and youth.

Acknowledge
- Our comparative advantage as the largest demographic in Sub-Saharan Africa. We recognise the

strength in our rich cultural, linguistic and other diversities

- the important role and value that children and young people living with HIV have in the response

- the need for access to comprehensive prevention, treatment, care and support that further
addresses the specific needs of children and young people living with HIV; and vulnerable children
and youth

- the need for technical support, so as to ensure the meaningful particjpation in programmes and
strategic decision-making platforms that affect our lives

Pledge our commitment
- o continue to take the lead in creating an Africa without HIV
- to empower ourselves with knowledge, technology, and with new and innovative strategies to
eradjicate HIV in our continent
- to deliver on our responsibilities in the response to HIV

Call on our governments, partners, donors and all stakeholders

- to tully utili se the untapped resources of young people in each country in our continent by working
more effectively with and for young people

- To focus more on the impact and effectiveness of programmes by moving beyond vertical
programming that undermine national health systems. These programmes should be in line with
the specific epidemic in each country and make linkages between sexual reproductive health and
HIV

- to more efficiently target and invest financial resources for young people, in line with the specific
epidemic in each of our countries

- to endorse, ratify and implement the Youth Charter

Toget her, | etdbs face t he r ealhancgouardspoanse HI V i n our conti ne

The youth communiqué was read at the ICASA closing ceremony by a 17 year old Senegalese youth
advocate and received a standing ovation.
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3.0 Pre Conference Programme

FINAL DRAFT
Day 1: Sunday, 30 November
Time Session
Main Auditorium
Welcome and Opening Ceremony
Introduction of Movie i Bernice
9:00 7 9:45 | Introduction of Speakers i Azubike Nwokoye
Welcome note by Maguette Mbodj i (Chair of the ICASA Community Program)
Overview of the ICASA YouthFronti (Sydney Hushiei YouthFront Coordinator)
Keynote by Professor Mboup (Chair of ICASA)
9:45-10:10 BREAK FOR NETWORKING AND INTERACTION
Main Audiitorium
ICASA 2008 Overview and Youth Specific Sessions
10:107
11:30
Innocent Laison AfriCASO,Sydney Hushie ICASA YouthFont
Main Auditorium
Empowering children and youth for effective participation
11:30 1 Youth Abstract presenters
13:30
13:30 - LUNCH
14:30
Main auditorium
Universal Access Youth Leadership in the African Response
Moderator - Rick Olsen (UNICEF)
14:30 7 Aidah Nakanjako (AfriYAN)
16:30 Dr. Mati Diouf (Sinergie de I'enfant)
Claudia Ahumada (WAC)
Main Auditorium
16:30 7
17:00 Evaluation, Reflection and Wrapi Up

ICASA 2008 YoutlReport (www.youthicasa2008.0rg)
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8:30 7 9:00

9:00 i
10:30

10:301
10:45

10:45 7
12:30

12:30 -
13:30

13:30 71
15:00
15:00 - BREAK
5:15

Main Auditorium
African Youth Charter- a legal Framework for Youth implication on HIV/AIDS
15:157 (Presentation and breakout sessions)
16:45

Justice Chinedu Nnyigide,

Youth Leadership Network
16:45 7

N/
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17:00
17:00 - BREAK FOR TRIP TO GORE
18:00
Gore Island
18:00 i Tour of Gore Island
19:00 Local Committee
Gore Island
Candle Light Vigil on Gore Island
19:1517 WAC/Local Committee
21:45
Day 3: Tuesday, 2" December
Time Session
8:30 -9:00 Summary of today, any wrap up from yesterday
9:00-9:15 BREAK
Session Room 1 | Session Room 2 | Session Room 3 | Session Room Session
4 Room 5
Media Training for Evidence-based Fundraising:
9:15 7 Youth Spokes programming in Writing winning Using the Life Give me 5: The
10:45 persons support of UA for proposals for skills approach in Super Dude
and with young HIV/AIDS response addressing the Game
people socio-cultural
drivers of the
epidemic in Africa
Marco Gomes JURTA Clement Papy
Living Positively WCA Anita Nkubizi/Dr.
Gaetano Kagwa Mary Otieno Amenze Nudelman and | David Kolnick
UNAIDS UNFPA, GIATT on Igbinedion Yonat Liss Fundjisanani
HIV and Young Pre-Conference @- OFFRI Training Training and
People chair Center / UNICEF Consultants
Diane Widdus
UNICEF, GIAT on
HIV and Young
People
10:457 BREAK
11:00
Session room 1 Session room 2 Session room 3
Advocating for the Developing the Youth Comunique for ICASA
YouthFront Cost-Benefit of Youth 2008
participation in the
11:001 National HIV/AIDS Kefilwe Koogotsitse
12:00 Samuel Kissi Impact Mitigation UNFPA
Youth Coalition Programme’i Nigeria Samuel Kissi
—— rx 4 ICASA 2008 YoutlReport (www.youthicasa2008.0rg)
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Muguete Habibatou Haidara
Thiamdoum Emmanuel Eshie Etim Fatima Maiga
RESOPOPDEV Centre for Development Marco Gomez
Action
12:00 i Main Audiitorium
13:00
Evaluation and Closing Plenary
13:00 7 Lunch and Trip to Rally
15:00
Dakar City
15:00:17:0
0

Community Programme Rally — Dakar City
Community Programme Committee
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